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The shepherds went in haste, 
and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a 

manger. 
– ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
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THIS WEEK

Prayer LINE
For Prayer Line requests, contact: 
Ms. Genie Ogden: (225) 293-2367 or 
Ms. Carroll Benedetto at wlb14@aol.com

SATURDAY DECEMBER 28
 8:00 am  ....Daily Mass
        4:00 pm ......Daily Mass

SUNDAY DECEMBER 29
 7:00 am ......Mass
 9:00 am ......Mass
 10:30 am ......Mass
 12:00 pm ......Mass
 6:00 pm ......Mass

MONDAY DECEMBER 30
 8:00 am  ....Daily Mass
 12:00 pm  ....Daily Mass
 12:00 pm ......Catholic in Recovery –St. Gabriel
 7:00 pm  ....SVDP Meeting– St. Jerome
 
TUESDAY DECEMBER 31
 4:00 pm ......Solemnity of Mary Vigil 
 6:00 pm ......Solemnity of Mary Vigil

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 1
 8:00 am  ....Solemnity of Mary
 12:00 pm  ....Solemnity of Mary
 6:30 pm  ....Catholic in Recovery –St. Gabriel

THURSDAY JANUARY 2
 8:00 am  ....Daily Mass
 12:00 pm  ....Daily Mass
 6:30 pm  ....High School Bible Study- JPII House

 FRIDAY JANUARY 3
 7:30 am  ....First Friday Devotional
 8:00 am  ....Daily Mass
 12:00 pm  ....Daily Mass  

On the Cover 
Precious Marie Bordelon daughter 
of faithful parishioners Bryan and 
Stacie Bordelon, loving on the 
Blessed Mother Mary at the outside 
Nativity scene.

Campus Safety 
Please do not leave your purse or any 
valuables visible on the seats or floor 
of your car. Place all of your valuables 
in the trunk of your vehicle in order to 
avoid anyone who might be tempted 
to do something the Lord would not 
want them to do. It is recommended 
that you do not give cash to anyone 
soliciting money. This only encourages 
repeat behavior and is somewhat 
fearful to those in the Adoration 
Chapel and the elderly. If you want to 
support the needy, then give to the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society where your 
generosity will surely help the poor 
and hungry.

Sunday Nursery  
The Sunday Nursery will be closed on  
December 29th.

2025 Calendars  
The 2025 calendars are now 
available at the doors of the 
church. 

American Heritage Girls Tp. La 1943  

To all who bought wreaths this year.  
Thank You!
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NEW YEARS 
MASS 

SCHEDULE
"Hail, Holy Mother, who gave birth 
to the King who rules heaven and 

earth for ever." 
-Entrance Antiphon 

Solemnity of Mary  
Mother of God 

Holy Day of Obligation 

NEW YEARS EVE 
Tuesday, December 31st 

 
4:00 pm 
 6:00 pm 

 
NEW YEARS DAY 

 Wednesday, January 1st
8:00 am   

12:00 Noon
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Called to Action

PARISH LIFE

Attention Adoration Chapel Drop Ins 

We will soon be enacting our new 
security system for entry into the 
Adoration Chapel. From 6pm - 6am, 
entry will be restricted to those who 
have an access card. This is in order 
to address the safety and protection 
of adorers to keep from being 
inadvertently walked in upon by 
strangers and/or suspect individuals. 
All committed adorers and subs should 
receive instructions in the mail. If you 
drop in from time to time, but are not 
a committed adorer or sub, please call 
the office to request an 
access card. If you are 
an individual who likes 
to drop in and visit with 
Jesus in the middle of 
the night please call the 
church office and obtain 
your card for entry. I wait for you 
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Called to Action

PARISH LIFE

Welcome Deacon Josh  
Our congratulation to newly ordained 

Deacon Josh Zelden. Bishop Duca has 

appointed Deacon Josh to Our Lady of 

Mercy for his Deaconate Assignment. 

He graduated from a wonderful liberal 

arts school, Thomas More College in New 

Hampshire. He attended a semester in Rome awakening his 

love for the beauty and splendor of the Catholic Church. 

There, a priest suggested to him to consider the priesthood, 

but he pushed it aside out of fear and an inability to be still 

and hear God's voice. Life happened: law school at LSU; a brief 

marriage and a beautiful daughter; divorce; annulment; and 

20 years practicing law. But all throughout, the Good Lord was 

persistent and patient. He quit his job as a lawyer and entered 

the seminary in the fall of 2020. As he continues preparation 

for priesthood ordination in June, he has had overwhelming 

sense of peace and liberation. We look forward to Deacon 

Josh sharing his giftedness and ministry with us.  

 
A warm Mercy Welcome!
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Called to Action

PARISH LIFE
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Called to Action

PARISH LIFE

Called By Faith
Tuesday, January 14, 2025

9:15 am to 11:30 am
 Parish Activity Center

Women’s Bible Study
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Called to Action

PARISH LIFE



BATON ROUGE, LA        9

In this Holy Season of the Savior’s 
birth, I cannot think of a more 
beautiful and holy place to worship 
our Lord Jesus Christ than here at Our 
Lady of Mercy. Our parish provides 
tremendous opportunities to celebrate 
the Sacraments of Holy Mass and 
Confession. 

Our strong witness to the power of 
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 
in the Adoration Chapel, and our 
commitment to St. Vincent de Paul and 
our outreach to the poor and needy, 
truly are a bright light in a world that 
can seem very dark.

Our Lady of Mercy functions not only 
as a vibrant and active church family 
but also as a shrine for the City of 
Baton Rouge and our Diocese. 

The doors of Mercy are open to 
everyone. That is why one of the best 
charities that you can support during 
the Christmas Season with your end 
of the year financial giving, is our own 
parish. So many people are affected 
in a good and positive way when you 
support your church family. If you 
love the legacy of Mercy and want to 
continue the light of Christ shining so 
brightly, I encourage your continued 
faithful giving in this season of offering 
our generous heart to God. 

God Bless Mercy’s faithful families and 
may the Light of Christ shine more 
brightly through us.

 
Happy Advent!

Fr. Cleo

THE SEASON OF GIVING 



Called to Prayer

IN REMEMBRANCE
Mass Intentions 
JANUARY 4, SATURDAY 

8:00 am .....  Mollie Barbara Helm / Robert E. Wiemer, 
Sr. / SPECIAL INTENTIONS: Mo Billeaud / Barbara 
Mahoney Helm     
4:00 pm ..... Donna Bielkiewicz Sellars / Florence 
Bielkiewicz / The Donaldson, Giannoble, Danna, 
Ruhl, West, Cox, Wilcox, Wintz, Molina and Calandro 
Families / Ellis & Josie Songy / Alex Spano / The 
Elam, Mason, Meisner and Hamm Families / Dominic 
& Rose Graphia / Mary Levatino / Jessica Hanna / 
Joe Bologna & Family / Tullio Saffiotti / Gary and 
Kevin Keyser / Mike, Tom & David Guessfeld / Nancy 
Valluzzo / Bill Auten / Anthony “Tinker” and Rita Farris 
/ Clyde & Violet David / Eugene & Margie Andre / 
Anna Casso / The Poor Souls in Purgatory / Cainen 
Briscoe / Fay Walker / Dr. Clifton T. Morris, Jr. / Barbara 
& Carl Guidry / Diana Miller / Paul Burton / Ozeal 
Nicki Samson / Nellrie Cedotal Fernandez & James 
B. Fernandez /  Olga Lee Gebert Milano / Brother 
Eldon Crifasi / Howard Kidder Jr. / MaryBeth Owens 
/ SPECIAL INTENTIONS: Benedetto Family / Marriage 
Preparation / World Leaders / Seminarians / Shannon 
Cormier and Family / The President of the United 
States, his team and the American people / Taylor 
Kidder        

JANUARY 5, SUNDAY
7:00 am ...... Kyle Cassano / Ellie Sances / Vernon 
Millien Sr., Stella, Michael, Geak, & Melvin Millien / 
Joseph W. Carmena, Jr. / SPECIAL INTENTION: Sam 
Sances            
9:00 am ...... Roy Jones / Carlos Fernando Ovalle / Peter 
Perniciaro / Lance Walker / Beverly Corbett / SPECIAL 
INTENTIONS: The Patriarco Family        
10:30 am ...  Percy, Ann, Paul, Chris and Susan Moise 
/ The Vicari and Cretini Families / Margaret Bologna 
/ Anna Casso / Brenda, Luke, Mary, Ellis, and Enola 
Fremin / Charles & Rosa Drago / SPECIAL INTENTION: 
Private SPECIAL INTENTION                 
12:00 pm ... Hilario Patolilic / K.J. Thomas / Donald 
Dawson / Dorothy Bueche Stevens / Mickey Wood / 
SPECIAL INTENTIONS: John, Krystal, Justin, Brian, & 
Ashley Donaldson        
6:00 pm ..... Roy and Ruby Seneca / Josephine Rando / 
Chris Caballero / Hallie Delage / John Edward DeMars 

JANUARY 6, MONDAY
8:00 am ..... Mary Tran / Tommy Humphrey  
12:00 pm ... Shirley & Joseph Zito / Mary Ann Fasullo

JANUARY 7, TUESDAY
12:00 pm ... Joseph Corsentino / Michael Patriarco  
6:00 pm ..... FDeceased Amorello & Benedetto Families 
/ Aimee Planchard / Mary Rose Planchard / Ann 
Alldredge / Colleen Cauble 

JANUARY 8, WEDNESDAY
8:00 am .....  Joseph Montagnino / Elaine Breaux            
12:00 pm ...  Paul Catalanatto / Maude & Joe Amorello / 
SPECIAL INTENTIONS: Bill Steele

JANUARY 9, THURSDAY
8:00 am .....  April Schaff / SPECIAL INTENTIONS: Sheila & Sonny 
Gomez            
12:00 pm ...  Joseph Patrick Terrell / Mr. and Mrs. William Dysart 
and Family

JANUARY 10, FRIDAY
8:00 am .....  SPECIAL INTENTIONS: Rendy Matthew & Tanner 
Stewart           
12:00 pm ...  Mervin Simon, Rose Simon, Danny Simon, Layla 
Simon and Tyler Clay Die / Donna Bielkiewicz Sellars / Florence 
Bielkiewicz / Theo and Lydia Julier / Sandy Roppolo / Gregory L. 
Kadair, Sr., Dorothy A. Harding, Jerry Crifasi, George A. Kadair, 
Sr. / Vincent and Elaine Coyle / Francis Xavier Le / Billy Ray Tam 
/ Carl Dalbor, Jr. / John Huddleston / Shirley Wolf Leblanc / 
Nancy Angeron Taylor / SPECIAL INTENTION: Private SPECIAL 
INTENTION                  
 
Sanctuary Light Memorials 
The sanctuary light in the church  
burns this week in memory of  

Martin S. Rinaldo, Jr.
The sanctuary light in the Adoration Chapel  
burns this week in memory of  

Alex Spano

In Sympathy to the Family of:         
•  Nancy Angerson Taylor
•  Judge Carl Guidry
•  Bob Ourso
•  Les Grice
•  Ricky Marshall
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Called to Prayer

COLUMBARIUM GARDEN OF PEACE

The Garden of Peace and Memorial 
Columbarium provides a sacred and beautiful 
place for the inurnment of cremains in 
accordance with the Church’s instructions.

As cremation continues to increase in 
popularity, the need to bury the ashes of 
cremated individuals is also increasing. The 
Garden of Peace is a peaceful and prayerful  
site on the campus of Our Lady of Mercy 
Catholic Church serving as an eternal resting 
place for our beloved deceased.

As you plan for your family’s future needs, consider the option of 
cremation and burial at the Garden of Peace Memorial Columbarium.  
The Mercy Columbarium Garden of Peace is open to all parishioners and  
non-parishioners, Catholic and non-Catholic. 

Columbarium niches are available in two sizes - each cremain niche 
holds a space for two persons. They are $5800 for a small niche and 
$8500 for larger niches. 

Call the Church Office to make your appointment: (225) 926-1883

FINAL RESTING PLACE IN SACREDNESS,  
DIGNITY, AND RESPECT

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy 
Church and School in your last will and 

testament.



WEEKDAYS MASS TIMES:
M, W, Th, & F: 8:00 am & 12:00 pm

Tues: 12:00 pm & 6:00 pm

RECONCILIATION:
M - F: 45 minutes prior to Mass

SATURDAY MASS TIME: 8:00 am
RECONCILIATION: 3:00 – 3:45 pm 

VIGIL: 4:00 pm 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES: 7:00 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 
12:00 pm & 6:00 pm

NURSERY: 9:00 am & 10:30 am (PAC)
PRE-SCHOOL   
BIBLE CLASS: 9:00 am & 10:30 am (PAC)

 
CATHOLIC  
COMMUNITY
RADIO
1380 AM – WPYR
Listen daily at noon and 
10:30 am on Sunday for 
Mercy’s Mass live broadcast

Called to Worship

MASS SCHEDULE & TIMES

Fr. Milano Fr. Antony Fr. Milano Fr. Milano Fr. Milano Fr. Antony

Lectors

Altar Servers

The complete Ministry Schedule is published on our website at www.olomchurch.com.
Called to serve? Contact Deacon Grant to volunteer for liturgical ministry.

*These liturgies are celebrated without incense.
The Sunday 10:30 am Holy Mass can be found on WBRZ+; olomchurch.com; and youtube.com/olombr. 

Weekend of January 4th & January 5th
4:00 pm* 7:00 am* 9:00 am 10:30 am 12:00 pm 6:00 pm

G LaLonde
P Rigby

J Gardemal
A Wilson 

S Darensbourg

Children 
Liturgy

 B Billeaudeau
C Billeaudeau

S Cunningham
E Joffrion

C Schutte
G Gilbert

Extraordinary Ministers

K Adams
T Turner

D Lockwood
B Rigby 

A August 
M Porter

J Pastorek 
P Samrow 
T Penouilh  

A Haywood 
 

M Stumpf 
C Haldane 
C Haldane 

L Saab 
Deacon Duplantis 

L Babin 

L Cloutier  
M Taylor 

D McCrary 
T Grant 

F Borghardt 
Deacon Cloutier
Deacon Grant 

K Poiencot

Deacon Cloutier
K Kimble
C Graves
M Kimble

A Altazan
C Steele
R Torry

G Bertrand

T Turner (C)
C Casselberry 
H Casselberry

G Samrow (C) L Saab (C)
A Saab 
L Saab

F Borghardt (C) 
C Billeaudeau 
O Billeaudeau

M Kimble (C)
M Chatelain 

M Collier

G Bertrand (C)
L Altazan 

N Robicheaux
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 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0843

Dine In, Drive Thru and Online Ordering
 • Delicious Fried Fish
 • Jumbo Gulf Shrimp
 • Crawfish Etouffee’ 
 • Hot Beignets

 225-478-9128
 5131 Government St.

Open Daily 10:30am-9:00pm
www.corksfishandshrimp.com

Louisiana

CatholicMatch.com/LA

Semmes White, CFP, FA
Semmes.White@edwardjones.com

D. Scott Landry, FA
Scott.Landry@edwardjones.com

Personalized Financial Strateggies Tailored to Individual Needs
45 Years Combined Experience Under One Roof

Retirement Planning, 401(k)s, IRA’s, Trusts, Stocks, Bonds, CDs, Mutual Funds, Insurance & Annuities

225-664-9798 • www.edwardjones.com

(225) 334-9940
NOW serving 

brunch
Sat. & Sun.  

10:30am-3pm

4065 Government St. (Midcity location)

FOR ALL YOUR HALL 
RENTAL NEEDS 

Business &  
Private Parties

Call 225-927-8826American Legion Post 38



225-763-2288
10111 Perkins Rowe 

Baton Rouge
www.bin77.com

3515 Capital Heights • Baton Rouge, LA
225-448-2963 

 Residential • Commercial • Investments

Daniel J. Smith
REALTOR®
djsisis@bellsouth.net

225-938-9163 cell
www.danjsmith.com

Toys and Gifts for Children
Established 1984

(225) 924-3632
5466 Government Street

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Norman Sutton, Owner • Route Service Available
(225) 344-4968 • (225) 753-3313(225) 344-4968 • (225) 753-3313

3724 Government St. • 4733 Jones Creek Rd.

THOMAS LUNDIN, CPA
Tax and Accounting, Business and

Financial Planning, Tax Resolution
225.266.7029

3869 Government St., Baton Rouge

Italian Market 
Muffulettas

Specialty Meats
225-218-4361

Serving Baton Rouge since 1925
2731 North Street

343-3022 • 383-0451
www.marinoandson.com

LMP#3490

RESIDENTIAL TRANSACTIONS

COMMERCIAL TRANSACTIONS

REFINANCE
(225) 767-7777 

signtitle.com

ALLEN GRAVES  •  DAVID CARLEY
2137 Quail Run Drive, Building B / Baton Rouge, LA 70808

A registered Limited Liability Partnership
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

(225) 757-7676
gravescarley.com

225-924-1391 
7633 Jefferson Hwy., BATON ROUGE

(225) 927-3463
DRAKIN.COM

1680 Lobdell Avenue Ste. B
225-925-5644

cell: 225-936-5126

Cutrone’s Barber Shop
711 Jefferson Hwy Baton Rouge 

 (225) 663-2266

A FULL-SERVICE 
LANDSCAPING COMPANY

225-448-3159

SELF SERVE & AUTOMATIC 
CAR WASH

Offering Vacuums, Air & Shampoo MachineOffering Vacuums, Air & Shampoo Machine
OPEN 24 hrsOPEN 24 hrs

375 Community College Dr.375 Community College Dr.

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME Kim Broyard

 
kbroyard@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6322

 225-810-3100                                 www.sigmaec.com

 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0843

SALES & SERVICE • MINI STORAGES
Louis s. Ruffino, JR. • famiLy owned since 1969

11756 Florida Blvd. • Baton Rouge, LA 70815 | 225.275.6900 
www.sherwoodtvandappliances.com 

Graceland 
Portable Buildings 

now available

4604 Perkins Road • Baton Rouge, LA
225-922-9923

www.southsidegarden.com

Retirement 
Community

& Assisted Living 
Center

“Next Best Place to Home”

YOUR DESIGN/BUILD GENERAL CONSTRUCTION FIRM

Jeff Torrance
Matthew Torrance
225.927.3970

www.salcoconstruction.com

Thomas Roque Jr.
Vice President - Sales

404-822-8755
thomasroquejr@yahoo.com

www.mamescanerivermeatpies.com

225-752-0001

6251 Perkins Rd.
225-389-6251

3012 Government St.
225-615-8730

Local Owner  
Providing Quality Care

• VITREORETINAL DISEASES AND SURGERY
• RETINAL DETACHMENT • MACULAR DEGENERATION

• DIABETIC RETINOPATHY • FLOATERS

225-927-8141 • 7698 Goodwood Blvd., Baton Rouge

Adam C. Janot, MD 
Daniel R. Salisbury, MD

 800.809.3570

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

$1995
/mo.

Starting at

md-medalert.com
CALL NOW!

Linda Bynum
Sales Representative

bynuminsurance@outlook.com 

225-933-0726



CALANDRO’S
SUPERMARKET, INC.

Open 7 Days a Week

4142 Government
383-7815

12732 Perkins Rd.
767-6659

225-313-1299
www.trubluewater.com

5601 Government St.
(next to Anthony’s deli)

225.416.6200
Matt Arabie & Frank Courrege

www.pcs-br.com

LOCALLY OWNED
7543 Jefferson Hwy.

BATON ROUGE
225-930-5779 

18340 Highland Rd.
BATON ROUGE
225-223-6001

brmattressoutlet.com

SHOWSHOW
THIS ADTHIS AD  
at one of our at one of our 
locations for locations for 

10% OFF10% OFF  
your first purchase!your first purchase!

Po-Boys • Specialty Meats • Daily Lunches • Party Trays
www.ronniesboudin.com

BATON ROUGE
9726 Florida Blvd

 225-216-7151
HAMMOND

43106 S. Airport Rd.
985-318-7191

Family Dentistry
(225) 922-9540

“It all starts with a smile”

(225) 925-8710

Benjamin T. Lowe, ATTORNEY AT LAW
827 Saint Louis St. • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802

Phone: (225) 387-2323 • Fax: (225) 387-2324 • Email: Ben@calahanlaw.com

Anthony’s ItAlIAn DelIAnthony’s ItAlIAn DelI
Baton Rouge’s Only Baton Rouge’s Only 

True Italian Deli True Italian Deli Since 1978Since 1978
home of the Best muffolettAhome of the Best muffolettA

5575 Government St.5575 Government St.
225-272-6817225-272-6817

CREATING A LEGACY. one CLOSING at a time.

SPECIAL PRICING
FOR OUR LADY OF 
MERCY PARISHIONERS!

Buying, Building or Refinancing, You have the 
right to choose your own title company!

Michael Platte
Parishioner,

Real Estate Attorney

225.296.0060
Locations in Baton Rouge, Prairieville, & Lafayette

mikeandersons.com

(225) 387-5386
www.alfordsafeandlock.com

Rekeying • New and Used Safes • Lock Repair

 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0843

225.456.5714
1645 Nicholson Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

www.aps-testing.com

MICHAEL MALEK • 225.303.5605

December 3rd
2024

tpms.igivecatholic.org

225-490-5678    www.bourginsurance.com
BRENNAN BOURG / TOMMY MANN

Baton Rouge | 7604 Goodwood Blvd | 927-7545
Prairieville | 40398 Highway 42 | 622-2545

palmfamilydentistry.com

Allison i. lAndry, dds dAniel J. PAlm, dds

225-379-7663 • www.colemanroof.com

• Insurance Restoration
• Commercial/Residential
	 Roofing
•	Gutters	•	Awnings	•	Remodels
• Outdoor Kitchens

Chris Yancey
Owner

Ron V. Taravella, MD 
Victoria J. Taravella, PA-C 
Psychiatry / Addiction Medicine   (225) 767-4668

Home Health: 225-218-8009

Hospice: 225-924-6830

Paul V. Saltaformaggio, AIF®
Wealth Advisor

(225) 778-7971
www.hiberniawealth.com

6700 Jefferson Highway 
Building 4, Suite B
Baton Rouge, LA 70806

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered through Hibernia Wealth Partners LLC, a 
registered investment advisor.  Hibernia Wealth Partners LLC and Hibernia Wealth Management are separate entities from LPL Financial.

Delivering a better wealth 
management experience 
through strategic planning 
and personalized service.

Lauri E. Kitchen, Real Estate Closing Attorney
Providing Real Estate Closing & Escrow Services
in Baton Rouge, Zachary, Prairieville and Brusly

225-490-8780 • lauri@cypresstitle.com

 225-505-9984

CHRISTMAS  LIGHT CHRISTMAS  LIGHT 
INSTALLATIONINSTALLATION

225.922.9999
olinde.com | ofg@olinde.com


